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Lidded Umeke Box 
 
  Part 1: Prepare the Blank: 
 
  For the Box: This design starts with a dry box blank 2 1/2” x 2 1/2” x 4”, 63mm x 63mm x 100mm  
  It is possible to do this project in different sizes, larger or smaller, and to vary the proportions. 
   
For the Jam Chuck: You will need a piece of compressible straight grain, preferably endgrain, wood that is larger than the lid 
opening. 

 
Part 2: Turning the Lid:    
  
1. Find the center on both ends of the Box Blank, mount between centers, turn to round. 
2. Form a tenon on each end that will fit your chuck jaws. 
3. Prepare the jam chuck blank in the same way. It only needs a tenon on one end. 
4. Chuck on the lid end of the blank, part off the bottom of the box. 
5. Hollow the lid, forming a parallel recess at the opening where it will fit onto the box bottom. 
6. Shape the lid as much as you can in this setup, sand, and finish the inside of the lid now if desired. 
7. Mount the jam chuck in the chuck, mark it at the lid opening’s diameter, and turn a tenon to jam fit the lid. 
8. Reduce the diameter of the jam chuck to match the lid’s diameter (for taping it on later) 
9. Keeping the tailstock up as long as possible, shape the top of the lid and sand it. 
10. Before taking away the tailstock, tape the lid onto the jam chuck. 
11. Remove the tape to finish the outside of the lid if desired (and if your jam fit is tight). 

 
Part 3: Turning the Box Bottom: 
 
1. Put the box bottom in the chuck, and fit the end of it to the lid. Make it a tight fit to allow for sanding.  
2. Shape the box bottom, blending up to the lid fit area. Keep plenty of mass at the headstock end for the hollowing 
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3. Hollow the inside of the box, drilling out the waste if desired. 
4. Sand and finish the inside of the box. 
5. Finish shaping the outside bottom of the box, and sand the outside of the box. 
6. Part off the box bottom, if desired, and sand the nub smooth. 
7. Or: Mount the box bottom on the jam chuck to finish off the bottom, using tape before removing the tailstock.  
8. Sand and remove the tape to apply finish if desired. 

 
Part 4: Finishing: 
 
1. If you chose not to finish on the lathe, finish the box now that it is completed. 
2. Finish options include CA, lacquer, or shellac based friction polish on the lathe, or oil finish off the lathe. 
3. Sign your work. 

 
Part 5: Please Turn Safely: 
 

Keep the tailstock up to the work whenever possible. This is always a good idea. For the safety of your work piece and 
yourself! 
Be sure the tool rest and tailstock are tightened down and don’t have a tendency to move. This is especially important 
when turning a blank between centers. Keep checking the tailstock pressure as you turn. The wood can compress from 
the turning force. 
Be sure the chuck is tightly fastened to the lathe spindle, and that the jaws are tight. If you leave for awhile, re-check 
the jaw tightness before turning on the lathe. 
Keep all body parts away from the spinning wood. 
Always stop the lathe before repositioning the tool rest. This is good practice all the time, but even more so with a 
natural edge piece. 
Wear eye and/or full face protection at ALL TIMES 
Use your own good judgment, and only do what feels safe to YOU. 
Oh, and above all, be sure to HAVE FUN !! 
 

A disclaimer: What I have written here, and what you see in my classes, is merely my way of doing woodturning. There 
are as many different methods as there are woodturners, and if it gets the job done safely, we are all “doing it right”. If 
you do things differently, and it works for you, I am not arguing or telling you to change. I am just offering another 
possibility. It is my hope that you will learn something useful from what I share. Please accept this information only for 
what it is: my way, my opinion, not the only way to do things. 

 
Depending on your skill level, or personal choice, here are some suggestions for customizing: 
 
If you are new to making boxes:  

1. A successful box may be more important than a high level of finish on the inside, or thin walls.  
2. Don’t worry if the fit is not tight. This design works well with an Easy Fit. 
3. Make a shorter box. 
4. It’s ok to just drill out the box bottom to hollow it.  
5. Give yourself a break on the jam fits. Don’t force yourself to rely upon a jam fit without the tailstock. Use a waste block to 

jam fit so you can re-do it if necessary. 
 
For the next challenge:  

1. Experiment with different shapes for the lid or box bottom. Ideas include an acorn or mushroom box. 
2. Make the lid fit tighter.  
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3. Hollow the box bottom to a consistent wall thickness, clean it up inside, and sand it well. 
4. Decorate the outside and/or inside of the lid, and the bottom of the box bottom. Chatterwork, vee grooves, pyrography, 

ink work, painting, are just a few options. 
5. Insist on smooth shapes without bumps or flat spots. 

 
Accept more of a challenge: 

1. Make the lid opening smaller in relation to overall diameter so the hollowing is more dramatic. 
2. Make a deeper box. More toolrest overhang is more challenging.  
3. Choose a more difficult wood.  
4. Decorate the lid or box bottom with inlay. This can be a piece of wood, resin and stone, buttons, coins, or a combination. 
5. Demand a high level of finishing without tool marks or torn grain. 

 
 

Tools: 
 

This box can be made with minimal tools, depending on the design details that you choose. Carbide and conventional tools both 
work. Here are the tools that I typically use: 
 
Scroll Chuck that will hold about a 1 3/4”/45mm tenon, or a faceplate 
1/8” Parting Tool 
1/2” (or similar) Bowl Gouge (or round Carbide cutter) 
Round End Scraper (HSS or Carbide) 
Live and drive centers (smaller diameter ones are nice, but not necessary) 
 

If you have them, here are more tools that are useful: 
 
Forstner Drill and Jacobs Chuck or StrongBore 
Vernier Caliper for scribing 
Wall Thickness Caliper 
Depth Gauge 
1/16” (1.5mm) Parting Tool 
3/8” Beading and Parting Tool 
3/4” Arc Negative Rake Scraper 
1/2” 50/50 Negative Rake Scraper 
1/4” Pyramid Tool 
1/2” Square Recess Scraper 
Spindle Roughing Gouge 
Center Finder 
 


